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Message from the 
President 

 
It has been an esteemed honor to serve 
as the President of NALS of Detroit.  I am 
especially thankful to a wonderful Board 
of Directors and an outstanding 
membership.  My sincere thanks to all of 
you for the unanimous decision to make 
the largest donation in our Chapter’s 
history to The NALS Katrina Relief Fund.  
I would like to dedicate this edition’s 
President’s Message to make a plea for 
your continued support in light of this 
devastating event.  The following pages 
are photos taken from the local 
Mississippi newspapers and were sent by 
Sister-In-Law Roberta Welch, PP, PLS. 
 
Below is an excerpt by Reba Peden, PP, 
PLS President of the Jackson Legal 
Professionals Association and a report on 
what things are being done to assist our 
Gufl coast Chapters in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.   
 
Jackson Legal Professionals Association 
and Metro Legal Professionals Association 
joined forces with others in their law firms 
and communities to gather needed goods 
for their Sisters-inLaw who were affected 
by Hurricane Katrina. 
 
In approximately two weeks, the 
members of JLPA and MLPA gathered 
clothing, gift cards and cash for grocery 
shopping for items requested by those 
members on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Gift cards came from NALS members as 
far away as Austin and El Paso, Texas, 
and Detroit, Michigan. The gift cards have 
been presented to our Sisters-in-Law on 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Prince Athletic 
Wear also very generously donated new 
clothing and shoes for both adults and 
children to our efforts which were 
distributed along with everything else. 
 
On October 1, 2005, thanks to the 
generosity of our members, their firms 
and the community at large, we were able 
to take a 16 foot trailer packed full of new 
or like new clothing and shoes, cleaning 
supplies, personal hygiene items, books, 
games and over $800 worth of meat, 
cheese and eggs to our members in need 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. James 
Peden, husband of the President of JLPA, 
gave his time and sweat to the effort by 
shoring up his trailer with four foot 
plywood sides and pulling the trailer to 
Gulfport.  He also served as the main 
muscle for loading and unloading all the 
goods provided.  Any items not utilized by 
members of the Gulf Coast Association of 
Legal Support Professionals will be 
donated by GCALSP to a local shelter to 
assist others who are in need on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
 
Woodrow W. Pringle, III, Esq. of Gulfport 
was kind enough to allow us to use his 
building for our distribution site and we 
utilized just about every corner of the first 
floor. 
 
JLPA and MLPA would like to thank all 
those who contributed time, money, 
goods, or sweat to this project. Thanks to 
them NALS Katrina Relief, Sisters-in-Law 
helping Sisters-in-law was a resounding 
success.E 
 
I urge you to  please continue to support 
this very, very worthy cause. 

 
Vernelle Jean Aiyela PP,  PLS 

2005-2006 NALS of Detroit President  

November 
CLE After Hours 
Session … 
The date of our next CLE After Hours 
Session will be Monday, November 14, 
2005, at 6:00 p.m. The topic will be 
Building Better Communication 
With Your Boss the keynote speaker 
will be Jonathan Chudler, Esq. of Robert 
Half Legal.E 

 
Chapter Kudos 

 
 

 
Welcome New 

Members 
Noemi Alvarez; Lisa Delmonte; 

Maria Kasco; Christine Komisarz;  
Trish Mylek Janice Paige and  

Yolanda Walker 
 

October Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to Sisters-In-Law  

Linda Cox and Mila Garza 

OF DETROIT Volume 2 October 2005 

NALS of Detroit received National acclaim 
for its involvement with the Jimmy Carter 
Blitz Build.  Articles and photos of the 
Building Crew appeared in the August 
Michigan Bar Journal and the Fall 
publication of @Law  
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Hurricane 
Katrina  
Blows In... 
 
This picture was taken on Keesler Air 
Force Base during Katrina. 

 
 
Highway 90 after Katrina 

 
Rubble and debris everywhere! 
 

 
 
 
 
Treasure Bay Hotel after Katrina 

 
 
"Water, everywhere over the earth, flows 
to join together. A single natural law 
controls it. Each human is a member of a 
community and should work within it." 
 
I Ching (BC 1150) 
Treasure Bay Casino after Katrina 

 
 
 

 
 
Part of Highway 90 

 
 
Wendy's was next to McDonald's before 
Katrina blew through. 

 
An American flag and bent flag pole were 
left at this homesite. 

 
 
A boat sits among trailers damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina Wednesday, Aug. 31, 
2005, in Gulfport, Miss. 

 
 
A house damaged by Hurricane Katrina burns 
out of control, Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2005, in 
Gulfport, Miss. 
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A man is seen walking along the 
beachfront in an aerial view of 
damage from Hurricane Katrina 
in Gulfport, Miss., Wednesday, 
Aug. 31, 2005. 

 
 
Debris blocks a road in Pascagoula, Miss., 
on Monday, Aug. 29, 2005, after 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall. 
 

 
 
Rescuers use an old row boat to evacuate 
children and an elderly woman from their 
flooded homes in Gulfport, Miss., after 
Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast 
Monday, Aug. 29, 2005. 
 

 

 
Residents of Moss Point, Miss., 
make their way to safety 
through floodwaters that swept 
through low lying areas after 
Hurricane Katrina passed over 
the Gulf Coast Monday, Aug. 29, 
2005. 
 

 
 
A Red Cross truck sits flooded with 
other vehicles in front of a hotel just off 
Interstate 10 in Pascagoula, Miss., as 
Hurricane Katrina batters the area, 

Monday, Aug. 29, 2005. 

 
 
Fire and rescue personnel launch a boat 
amid floodwaters from Hurricane 
Katrina, as they head out to rescue a 
family Monday, Aug. 29, 2005, outside 

a hotel in Pascagoula, Miss. 
 
 

 

 

The Biloxi Lighthouse 

 
"We must all obey the great law of 
change. It is the most powerful law of 
nature." - Edmund Burke (1729-97), 
Irish-born British politician, writer 
counterclaim -- A claim presently by a 
defendant in opposition to the claim of a 

plaintiff. 
 
The corner of U.S. 90 and Courthouse 
Road in Gulfport was reduced to rubble. 

 
 
The Grand Casino Biloxi barge was 
washed ashore to the north side of U.S. 
90 in Biloxi. 

 
 
The Isle of Capri Casino and Resort on 
U.S. 90 in Biloxi suffered heavy damage. 

 
 
The Ocean Springs Yacht Club, right, was 
washed away along with the U.S. 90 
Ocean Springs bridge 
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NALS has established a tax deductible 
relief fund to directly benefit our 
members affected by Hurricane Katrina. 
This fund was set up in Oklahoma as a 
separate entity to meet IRS 
requirements. We are still receiving word 
from members on their situations, we 
know we have at least two members who 
have lost everything and we are waiting 
to hear from others. Thank God, to date 
we have had no members to our 
knowledge who have lost their lives in 
this disaster. We will certainly update our 
members as we know more. If you would 
like to contribute, please make your 
checks payable to: NALS Katrina Relief 
Fund and mail them to: NALS Katrina 
Relief Fund, 314 E 3rd Street, Suite 210, 
Tulsa, OK 74120. Thank you for your 
support and generosity for this most 
worthy cause. Any contribution is 
appreciated and money raised will be 
used to help NALS members.  

If you prefer donations can be made online 
at: 
https://secure.tulsaconnect.com/nals/katrin
afund/  

It’s a Wedding! 
NALS of Detroit extends a hearty 
congratulations to Jason Manke who will 
marry his fiancée' Charity Schafer on 
Saturday, October 15, 2005 in Charity’s 
hometown Bear Lake, Michigan.   
 
The reception will take place at the Top of 
the Park in Traverse City.  (Familiar turf 
for those members that attended the 
Annual Meeting held there in April of this 
year).E 
   

 
 
The Membership 
Challenge… 

 
Dolores Oliver, PLS 

1st Vice President/Membership 
Chair 

1st Vice President/Membership Chair 
announced at the October 1, 2005 Board 
of Governor’s meeting the launching of a 
unique “Membership Challenge” The goal, 
being of course, is to increase our 
membership as much as possible.   

Small, medium, and large chapters will 
compete against each other, so every 
chapter stands a chance to win. Points 
will be given for each new and renewing 
member during this period. Points will 
also be given to all Presidents, Governors, 
Local Membership Chairs, and members 
attending the October and February Board 
of Governors’ meetings. The contest will 
begin on the day of our Board of 
Governors’ meeting—October 1, 2005, at 
the State Bar Building, and end April 1, 
2006. First and second place prizes will be 
awarded in each category at the annual 
meeting (April 22, 2006) in Kalamazoo. 
The final prizes will be NALS of Michigan 
bucks and will expire on April 23rd in 
order to be included in this fiscal year.  

An update on the Challenge will be given 
at our February 2006 Board of Governors’ 
meeting and prizes will be given out at 
that time as well.   

Please  
Mark  
Your  
Calendars… 

 
 

October 20-23, 2005 
NALS 54th Annual Education Conference 

& National Forum 
Buffalo/Niagara Fall, New York - Adam's 

Mark Hotel 
Room Reservations: 

1-800-444-2326 
 
 
 

December 10, 2005 
NALS of Detroit Annual Holiday Luncheon 

and Ornament Exchange 
Bayview Yacht Club  

 
 
 
 

NALS Online 
Community... 

 
Discuss all areas of NALS and the legal 
services profession in one area...the NALS 
Online Community! 
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NALS Online Learning Center 
 
October 12, 2005 
9:00 p.m. Central Time 
SMC/LMC Q & A – Membership 
 
 
October 19, 2005 
9:00 p.m. Central Time 
No Chat 
 
 
October 25, 2005 (Online Study Group) 
8:00 p.m. Central Time 
Introduction and Ethics 
Questions & Answers  
 
 

October 26, 2005 
9:00 p.m. Central Time 
No Chat 
 
 
November 1, 2005 (Online Study Group) 
8:00 p.m. Central Time 
Sources of Law/Courts Systems/ADR/Administrative Law and Government 
Regulation  
Questions & Answers  
 
 
November 2, 2005 
9:00 p.m. Central Time 
Legal Research and the World Wide Web: Tips on How to Find What You Want 
Quickly- Education 
 
 
November 8, 2005 (Online Study Group) 
8:00 p.m. Central Time 
Punctuation/Numbers/Capitalization/Word Division 
Questions & Answers  
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Change in Status Form 
YOU MUST FILL IN ALL COLUMNS 

 
Reason For Change:     Your NALS Membership #: ___________ 

 Preferred Address 
 Address Correction 
 Name Change 
 Transfer Member 
 Deceased 

 
OLD INFORMATION:   Business    Home         NEW INFORMATION:  Business  Home 
 
Name: ________________________________ Name: ______________________________ 
Address: ______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
______________________________________ ____________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: __________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________ 
Chapter Association: _____________________ Chapter Association: __________________ 
State Association: ________________________ State Association: _____________________ 

  Primary Chapter       Primary Chapter 
 Member-at-Large      Member-at-Large 
 Associate Member      Associate Member 

 
E-Mail Address: ________________________ E-Mail Address: _____________________ 
 
CURRENT PHONE NUMBERS: 
 
Home: (_______)_________________________ 
 
Business: (_______)_______________________ 
 
Fax: (_______)___________________________ 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRANSFER: 
===================================================================== 
Fill in the above form completely and return it to: 
Anita G. Blanco 
NALS of Detroit Vice President/Local Membership Chairman 
Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone, PLC 
150 W. Jefferson – Suite 2500 
Detroit, MI  48226 
℡ voice:  (313) 496-78104 
 fax: (313) 496-8451  

 email:  blanco@millercanfield.com 
I will forward it to the appropriate officers and to NALS. 

 
 

 
 


